RSS Feeds
 Welcome to this short video on RSS feeds and Zotero. 
RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication and is a way websites publish updates that you can subscribe to. This means that you can be alerted of updates from a journal, website, publisher, institution, research group or other source and quickly find new articles or works. 
If you find an item in a feed that you want to save, and read further, you can add it to your Zotero library. 
Okay, so let's set up our first RSS feed in Zotero. There's lots of information about Zotero RSS feeds on the Zotero website. 
You'll need Zotero Desktop installed. And feeds can be added to Zotero via a feed URL. You can find this on general databases or academic databases that offer RSS functionality.
Different sites have different options to subscribe to their feeds. 
Today we are going to add feeds from a journal, a database, and a website. 
For a journal feed, it's best to go to the journal's contents and look for an RSS feed link. 
I'm interested in the Research Evaluation Journal, which is published by Oxford. When I'm in the journal, I can select the RSS feed's latest issue and catch only link. 
This brings up an address for me to copy. I then go back into Zotero and add that URL link into Zotero's feed reader. Because this is my first RSS feed, I need to create the RSS feed section. 
Select File, New Library. New feed from URL. That will bring up a pop-up where we can paste our copied URL from the Oxford Journal. A suggested title appears which we can edit. Now we can see all the latest articles from that journal. We can also create feeds from websites and blogs. 
Some websites are better than others. For example, on the Bureau of Meteorology, the RSS feed icon is at the bottom of their website. For updates on Victoria weather, I select RSS icon and paste the URL into Zotero feeds.
If there is no RSS feed icon on a website, then there may be another option to amend the existing URL. 
For example, let's say I want to create alerts on environmental news published by The Guardian. I can go to the Guardian. Navigate to Environmental News. Here we can see there's no RSS icon or link. A quick search of the website lets us know that we can add forward slash RSS to the URL. 
So let's try that. Click on a feed to view currently available items in the feed. You can check the default settings for your feeds via Zotero settings. Go to Edit, Settings, Advanced, Feeds.
 To set different time frames for individual feeds, right-click the feed you want to change and select 'Edit Feed Advanced Options'. It looks like these feeds are automatically sorted with the newest items first and are updated every hour. 
If I read a feed, it will be removed after three days and, if unread, it will remove after 30 days. I'm going to change that to after 45 days to give me a little more time to review them. Note that this feed is outside my library. 
And we've just seen in settings that unread items will be removed in 45 days. So we need to move the items that we want to keep and add them to my library. To add to my library, I can select an item in the feed and drag to a collection. Or from within the items information pane, select 'Add to My Library' and navigate to the collection. 
Here, for example, I have a to-read collection that I find useful for my workflow. From this information pane, I can also mark the item as unread.
Unread items appear in bold in your feed. I can also right-click an item to read it online.
As with other items in Zotero, the metadata comes across with the item, enabling a formatted reference in Word. Always check the metadata as you move it into your library so you can be sure it will be formatted correctly when you use it.
To get the most out of Zotero's RSS functionality, we have a few tips. Avoid information overload by not subscribing to too many feeds at once. Set up a weekly review time to process new items that have come in and to clean out old feed items. Consider using tags like 'to read' or 'to review' for managing your workflow. 
This has been an introduction to RSS feeds and Zotero. To find out more about our software, you can explore other videos in our series.

