Advanced group libraries

Whether you are working on a group project or simply want to share some items in your library with another user, Zotero Groups will help. 
Groups are created in Zotero.org, but you can navigate there from Zotero. 
Select File, New Library. New group. And log in.
 
Give your group a name and review how public you want your group to be. I'm going to call this Leafy Greens. There are three tiers of group types. The most open is the public open membership library. 
Anyone who wants to can join instantly. The library will appear in searches and administrators can choose to show or hide the library from non-members. 

About groups
Open public groups do not allow file sharing. As the title suggests, public closed membership allows a group to publicly present its work. But memberships are by request or invitation. If administrators enable file sharing, group members can access and share files in addition to the references. Administrators can choose to show or hide the library from non-members. 
Private groups enable collaboration without any public presence. The library will not appear in any searches. Or on the public profile of members. To join a private group, members must be invited by the administrators or group owner. 
If administrators enable file sharing, group members can access and share files in addition to references. 

Setting up groups
I'm going to make this library a private group while I work on it, so that only invited members can see the items shared. Select Create Group. Once this has been created, the group will appear within groups on Zotero.
When you set up the group, you are its group admin and you will be able to confirm the group's library settings. In this instance, any group member will be able to see and edit the library and its files. 
Save your settings and select member settings to invite other Zotero users to your library. Select Send More Invitations to invite members via email or the Zotero username. They'll receive an email notification to accept the invitation. 
To see a list of all your groups and their settings, select Groups. Here is a group library I created earlier. As admin, I have options to manage the profile of the group, manage members, and manage library, also known as library settings. Because this one has a few members, you can see that I have the option in group settings to transfer library ownership to someone else. And in member settings, you can change the roles of members.
 If administrators enable file editing, any group member can access and share files in addition to references. Once your group library is set up, you can start collaborating. In Zotero, your group libraries appear above feeds in your collections menu. 

Syncing groups with Zotero desktop
I can drag some recently added items from my library to the group library. I'll now sync my Zotero so that other members of the group see the new items instantly. Note the item dragged remains in my library, it's just also now in the group library. Be sure to sync regularly so that everyone can see everyone else's items as they are added. 
You can check your sync settings via edit, Settings. Sync. Just a reminder that Zotero groups can also use Zotero storage at no additional charge. Group file storage always draws from the storage account of the group owner.
 Like any Zotero library, you can log into zotero. org and select Web Library to see your library online. You can see your group libraries by selecting Groups, and then Group Library beneath its title. For group libraries that are public, the group library at zotero. org acts as a public portal for the group's collaborative work. 
Anyone will be able to see the library, but the files or attachments themselves cannot be shared. 
For example, if I go to Zotero. Org and within Search for Groups, search for something like seafood, I might find a library of resources that someone has curated on this topic and made public.
Some tips for successful collaboration with group libraries include using predefined tags to divide responsibilities or identify themes of your sources.
 And using collection folders to group resources by topics. 
To find out more about how best to organise your library, see the Manage Your Libraries Zotero video in this series. 
This video has covered collaborating with group libraries in Zotero. To find out more about using the software, you can explore other videos in our series.
