Using ZoteroBib
This video is part of a series from the University of Melbourne Library, covering the essentials of reference management software. 
What is ZoteroBib?
ZoteroBib is a free web-based citation generator. This means you can use it on any computer in your browser.
ZoteroBib works by taking information about a source, such as the URL of a website or DOI of a journal article, and generating a formatted citation. ZoteroBib is easy to use, and can help you save time with your referencing. It supports a large range of reference styles, and will format your bibliography in the style you choose.
ZoteroBib is best for standalone assignments. However, if you're likely to use the same resources again, or are working on a larger project like a thesis, we'd recommend using the Zotero software. Zotero can help you to store and organise full-text articles, take notes, and generate citations as you write.
ZoteroBib can be really useful, but like all reference generators, it does have some limitations which are important to understand. 
ZoteroBib can't detect errors in references, like misspelt words or missing information. It's important to check the citation to make sure the information is accurate and complete.
Occasionally, ZoteroBib can't find a resource. It doesn't happen very often, but if it does, you can always enter the details manually. 
Finally, ZoteroBib doesn't replace the style manual. Make sure to check any referencing requirements for your assessments, and refer to Re:cite to ensure your reference list is accurate and complete. 
Adding and editing sources
To access ZoteroBib, search for ZoteroBib in your browser, or type zbib.org. 
To add a source, paste a URL, DOI, or ISBN into the ZoteroBib search bar, and click ‘cite’ or press ‘enter’ on your keyboard. You can use the URL of a website, for example, but Zotero can also use the URL from the library catalogue or a journal article to generate a citation for the resource on that page.
Once you've put in your first citation, you can select your citation style. You can change your citation style at any time, and it will update all of the references in your bibliography. Make sure to pay attention to any reminders, as you may need to capitalise proper nouns if the citation style uses sentence case.
You can also add a citation manually by selecting ‘manual entry’ beneath the search bar. You don't need to fill in all the sections, just the ones you need to generate a citation. Re:Cite can help you with this.
If you need to edit a citation, click on it. This will bring up fields that you can edit in the same way as you manually add a citation. 
If you want to remove a citation, hover over the citation and select the cross (with a screen reader, the button is named ‘delete entry’).
Creating in-text citations and footnotes in ZoteroBib
ZoteroBib can generate in-text citations and footnotes for you.
Click the quotation mark (with a screen reader, the button is named ‘copy citation’), and add any page numbers if needed. Click ‘copy citation’ when you're ready. 
You can then paste the citation into your document.
Creating full citations and bibliographies in ZoteroBib
 If you just need the full citation of one source, click the copy icon on that entry (with a screen reader, the button is named ‘copy bibliography entry’). 
If you need a full bibliography, click ‘copy to clipboard’ at the bottom of the list. You can paste this at the end of your assignment.
Just make sure to paste with formatting to ensure your bibliography is formatted correctly.
Useful features and tips
ZoteroBib also has some useful features. 
It automatically saves a bibliography to the browser's local storage. This means you can close the page, and your bibliography will still be there if you return to ZoteroBib later. 
You can also share a link to your bibliography: navigate to ‘link to this version’, and select ‘create’. You can use this to view or edit your bibliography from another device, or to share it with another person.
If you ever need help remembering what ZoteroBib can do, just scroll to the bottom of the page. They have some useful tips and ZoteroBib FAQ if you have questions. 
This video has covered how to use ZoteroBib. If you'd like to learn more about the Zotero software, you can explore other videos in our series.

