Getting started with Zotero
Welcome to this short video on getting started with Zotero. This video is part of a series from the University of Melbourne Library covering the essentials of reference management software. 
What is Zotero?
Zotero is a free and open source reference management software. This means it can be used across multiple computers and even after you've graduated or left the university.
 Zotero is designed to help you collect, share, manage and cite bibliographic references such as books and journal articles. It's easy to use, works effectively with university databases and supports a large library of citation styles.
These features help make it easy to organise and keep track of your research or professional projects. 
Downloading Zotero
You can find information about how to download Zotero on our ReCite page, download and set up Zotero. Then download Zotero from Zotero’s download webpage.
Zotero is compatible with Mac, Windows or Linux, and the Zotero connector can be used with Firefox, Chrome, Edge or Safari. Simply click the blue download button to begin the process. 
You'll notice that the Zotero connector automatically identifies the browser you're currently using, so you can go ahead and download the correct plugin (e.g. if you’re using Chrome, the button will say ‘Install Chrome Connector’, and will add the Zotero connector to the Chrome browser).
Once the files are downloaded, select them from your downloads folder to begin the installation. For detailed information about the installation process, revisit our download and set up Zotero guide on ReCite. 
Zotero limitations
While Zotero is an effective tool for streamlining reference management, it's crucial to understand its limitations.
For starters, reference management software can't identify mistakes. Imported references sometimes contain errors such as misspelt author names or incomplete bibliographic details. You can avoid these issues by manually checking your references to ensure that the information is accurate and complete. 
 
It's also important to note that reference managers can't replace style manuals. You must check the referencing requirements of your assignment or thesis as these may be different to Zotero's built-in citation styles. Regularly consulting your style manual will help you to produce a consistent and accurate reference list.
That is your introduction to Zotero. To find out more about using the software you can explore other videos in our series.
