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I feel so happy and proud to be here today and also 

sad that my husband couldn’t be here to see his Biochemistry 

School. But I do feel it will be the best and most fitting 

memorial to him and especially when it is finished - as there 

are still three more floors to come. I am afraid I have been 

rather a worry to The Premier, the Vice-Chancellor and others 

trying to urge them on (in fact I felt rather like a terrier 

at times) but felt we cannot let the students have it all to 

themselves and I know how much Professor Trikojus is looking 

forward and longing to join them as soon as possible. I know 

too this would be my husband’s wish and that he would have been 

disappointed that the Research Department isn’t here. So we 

must strive to achieve that soon.

I feel very honoured that the library has been called 

after me and would like to say thank you to the University for 

this and for all their many kindnesses to me - I always feel so 

happy and at home up here amongst Russell’s friends.

I think the Queen Mother said in her address here that 

Melbourne had been fortunate in her University and that she 

hoped its achievements in its second century would exceed those 

of the first. So I hope this School may help and do its part.

I would like to congratulate and thank the architect 

and all those connected with the making of this School. As 
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for the garden and lawns, I think it has been a miracle and 

sprung up over night and I think we have Professor Turner and 

Mr. John Stevens to thank for this.

Before opening the School I would like to present 

this portrait of my husband and I hope that it will meet with 

your approval because I know how difficult it is to please 

everyone with a portrait.

I hope all who work here will enjoy it and I wish them 

every success in their research and their courses.

I now have very much pleasure in declaring the Russell 

Grimwade Biochemistry School open.


